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Successful grid connection at CCE's "La Huella" project in Chile

Construction works on the 87-megawattpeak solar power plant in the Chilean Atacama Desert are in the final phase. With the successful interconnection to the grid on March 4th, 2021, the first step towards operation has been taken. When fully operational, the energy generated will be able to meet the annual energy requirements of 90,000 households and reduce emissions of 155,000 tons of CO2 per year.

Garsten, March 24th , 2021. – After more than a year of continuous work, on March 4th an important milestone was reached in the construction of the photovoltaic park "La Huella" in the municipality of La Higuera, in the region of Coquimbo. On that day, the power plant, owned by the CCE Group, which involves an investment of more than US$ 70 million was connected to the grid.
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The completed interconnection to the grid makes it possible to start feeding renewable solar energy into the national grid and thus fulfill the power purchase agreements. The great importance of this event is explained by Rene Hörwertner, Managing Director of CCE Chile SpA, a company of the CCE Group, also with regard to the overall planned activities of the internationally operating CCE: "The interconnection of the plant and the associated transmission line are an important milestone for the construction and future operation of a photovoltaic portfolio totaling 317 MWp in Chile."

The power plant "La Huella", consists of about 215,000 solar modules and 13 transformer stations, located on an area of 140 hectares. The electrical connection between the power plant and the substation "Don Héctor" required the construction of a 2.75 km long 220 kV line. The solar power plant has an installed capacity of 87 MWp and with an estimated annual generation of 221 GWh, enough energy to cover the annual energy needs of 90,000 households and to reduce the emission of 155,000 tons of CO2 per year.

"Since our arrival in Chile in 2019, the La Huella solar park is the first of four photovoltaic projects we plan tu build by 2023. This represents an investment of more than $300 million, which will provide around 317 MWp of clean, sustainable and economic energy for all the communities in the north and the consumers of the national grid," explains the head of investments in Chile and Latin America of the Austrian group.

"Our La Huella project is intended to be a long-term contribution to the community of La Higuera, the Coquimbo region and northern Chile in general. In addition, the project will be a model for the generation of clean and renewable energy in the region," concludes Rene Hörwertner.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Picture: „© by OHL“

IN BRIEF

About CCE Group 
The CCE Group GmbH was founded in Austria in 2010 and focuses on the development, realisation, financing and management of large open-space PV systems as well as private and commercial rooftop PV systems. With its solution-oriented approach, which reflects many years of experience along the entire value chain, the company aims to make an important contribution to the global energy turnaround. The CCE Group is headquartered in Garsten (Austria) and provides offices in Germany, Italy, France, the Netherlands and Chile. Worldwide, CCE implements solar projects with a total output of more than one Gigawatt in different phases of development. Around one hundred employees contribute daily to making these projects a reality. 
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